xii                                  PREFACE.
Mr. J. S. Mill's hands (early in 1841), he noticed the change and, with his keen intellectual glance, measured its extent better than I had done myself: for old attachment and admiration still lingered with me and led me to minimise my breach with the past; and what was dim to me, seen through the spectrum of various feeling, was well defined to him, in his clear logical light. Though he saw to the bottom of my apostacy, he did not cut me off as a lost soul. On the contrary, his manifestation of friendly interest in my future work at the old problems on new lines was gracious and respectful: in expressing his desire to see its results, he exhorted me against long delay of their publication : on these 'great subjects/ he said, fl do not want to have to wait for your lectures, which, like Brown's, will no doubt be published some day; but before that time I may very likely be studying them [these great subjects] in another state of existence'1 (May 21, 1841). This unexpected turn of thought it is which has chiefly saved my remembrance of the correspondence. From a flexible compliant man of the world, accustomed to be call things to all men,' it would have had little significance; but coming from one who was scrupulously precise in word, absolutely sincere in profession, and tempted by no play of humour to empty graces of accommodation, it seemed to me an interesting trait.
It was the irresistible pleading of the moral consciousness which first drove me to rebel against the limits of the merely scientific conception. It became incredible to me that nothing was possible except the actual; and the naturalistic uniformity could no longer escape some breach in its closed barrier to make room for the ethical alternative. The secret misgivings which I had always felt at either discarding or perverting the terms which constitute